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The New Postage Stamps of the Island 
of Crete.* 


Translated from the French. 





The designs and symbols which the imaginative genius of the an- 
cient Greeks created have, as is well known, like their inimitable art, 
remained through all the centuries, the most perfect symbols of all 
abstract or concrete ideas. All modern civilized people turn, as a general 
rule, to Greek mythology, history and art for inspiration ; they even 
borrow from it models and symbols, for the succinct expression of all 
noble ideas ; of all projects, theoretical or practical. 

Thus, it may be said that, at the present time, the designs and 
emblems created by the Greeks have never been lost, but that they re- 
main to-day, no people having yet been able to replace them by others 
more perfect, more poetical or more artistic. 

The eagle of the Olympian and Idean Jupiter, the symbol and angury 
of noble victory; the lion, the symbol of the y vanquished heroes of 
Cheeronea, and and a thousand other analogous symbols of the ancient 
CGireeks, are in use to-day, and express as exactly, throughout the civilized 
world, the same noble victories or heroic defects. 

[It was natural that these symbols, which had attained such prestige 
throughout the world, should be placed, before everything else, in use 
by the modern Greeks, when, their glorious and heroically sacred war 
for independance ended, they had reconquered their liberty. Indeed, 
from the first years of Greek independance the use of these ancient sym- 
hols has been so general in modern Greece that there is actually no city, 
town or village, society or corporation, which has not used, as a symbol, 
an emblem of ancient Greece. 

It might be said that the principal towns have brought back to life 
all the essential designs of the coins of the ancient cities upon whose 
ruins they have been built. The communities and Greek societies have 
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done precisely this, so far as it could be done while they were living 
under the yoke. 

This example was eagerly followed, and justly, by heroic Crete, the 
grand and and glorious Grecian island of the Mediterranean, which has, 
but so short a time ago, attained complete freedom. Upon the first ad- 
ministrative seals of the Island, which at least possessed autonomy, there 
was engraved, under the the direction of the director of the National 
Numismatic Museum, M. Svoronos, who had been officially consulted 
upon the matter, the portrait of the fabulous Cretan king, Minos, the 
symbol of a wise administration and one with all political justice. By 
a strange coincidence, and of good angury, the first fruit of a good ad- 
ministration and of liberty, for which this heroic Island had thirsted 
for centuries, was, as a result of the famous excavations at Cnossos, the 
transformation of the fabulous king, Minos, into an historical king, 

Following the example of the State, the cities, small towns, corpora- 
tions and even the simple Cretan citizens continually borrowed their 
emblems from the numismatic designs of the Island, which were unique 
in richness and beauty, taking them from the inexhaustible source of 
the magnificient phototype plates of the work of M. Svoronos, ‘* NVumis 
matics of Ancient Crete’*>, which was published at the expense of the 
Cretan Assembly a short time before the freedom of the Island was con 
summated. 

The beautiful diploma of the first Exposition of free Crete, frame 
by the order of the Government of H. R. H. Prince George, with model 
of the most beautiful coins of the principal cities of Crete, which were 
selected, also, by this same M. Svoronos, furnishes a splendid and com 
plete example of the love of the Cretans for their ancient symbols. 

But it was, above all, the postage stamps of the new autonomous 
State which bore witness, throughout the world, to the love which the 
Cretans feel for the symbols and emblems of their ancestors. 


THE First SERIES OF CRETAN POSTAGE STAMPS, 
In March, 1900, when the Cretan postal service was put into opera- 
tion for the first time, the first series of Cretan postage stamps was placed 
in circulation. Upon them were engraved the following designs, which 


were chosen by M. Svoronos from the ancient Cretan coins. 


I. Postage Stamps of 1 and 50 lepta. 





The messenger, Mercury, copied from a coin of the value of two 
drachmas from the Cretan city of Syvrita, whose coins are remarkable 
for their beauty (Svornos, Vumism dela Crete ancienne, pl. XXX, 16). 
The god is represented bending to the left and putting his sandal upon 
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his right foot, which is resting upon a rock. Behind his head the petasus 
is suspended and the Chalmys hangs from his shoulders while the 
caduceus is temporarily deposited upon the rock, so that the god can 
take it in his hand as soon as he shall have put on his sandal. In- 
deed, no emblem more adapted to postage stamps has ever been employ- 
el by any modern nation. 

The ancient artist of Syvrita has been inspired by Homer’s Odyssey 
(V. verse 1 and those following) which describes the despatching of 
Mereury by the Olympian gods to the distant island of Calypso to carry, 
as a messenger, the order from Jupiter for the deliverance of Ulysses. 
Then the messenger of the gods, Mercury, preparing himself to ex- 
ecute the order of the gods : 


tno moddiv é6ndato Kaaa medida 
dnOoocia xovdcia, Ta wiv béo0v tutv £6’ yo 
no én’ dneinova yaiav diuwa Nvoric dvéuoro. 
Eitzeto 6& Oa600v, Th T dvOoOv Suuata Oé2yer, 
ov é0é2e1, tole 6’ atte Kai tnvoovtag éyeioer* 


TILV WETU XCOGIV CxwV NEtTeTO Koatve “AoyeihdvTne. 


Could any one imagine a more beautiful design for the international 
and interoceanic postal service? 


Il. The Postage Stamp of 1 Drachma. 








In the same way as, in the preceding stamp, where a design repre- 
sentative of the foreign postal service had been sought for, so to speak 
so for this stamp a design which would be representative of the domestic 
service has been sought out. It has been taken from a magnificent coin 
of the Cretan city of Festos (Svornos, work above mentioned, pl. XXIV, 
34), and shows the bronze-winged guardian of the Island, Talos or Talon, 
in other words, the fabulous giant who, with a supernatural speed, three 
times each day, made a winged tour of the Island to exeeute the orders: 
of the king, Minos, and to protect the Island from foreign brigands 
and invaders. 


*** Under his feet he bound his beautiful sandals, immortal, made of gold, which 
carry him over tlood and over the boundless land, swift as the wind. He took the: 
wand with which he charms to sleep the eyes of those whom he will, while again whonn 
he will he wakens out of slumber. W ith this in hand, the powerful slayer of Argus 
began his flight.”"—Odyssey, V. 44-49. 

Note—Hermes is also called the Speedy-comer and Argeiphontes (Slayer of Argus). 
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111. The Postece Stamps of 5 and 10 lepta. 





As, in the two preceding designs, the idea was to symbolize the 
postal service, so in this third one is represented the Island to which 
this postal service belongs. It is said to have been copied from a silver 
coin of two drachmas, in the perfect style of Praxiteles, which came from 
the city of Cnossos, (Svoronos work above mentioned; pl. VI, 6) and 
shows according to some, a head representing the principal goddess oy 
the Island, Juno, the wife of Jupiter; and according to others, the per- 
sonitication of Crete itself. 


IV. The Postage Stamp of 2 drachmas. 





The Government of the High Commissioner, Prince George, aspired 
to express, by one of the designs for a stamp of a high value, the prin 
ciples upon which they were ambitious to govern the Island, as happened 
at the time that the first public seals of the Island were prepared. There 
was, then, engraved upon the said seals and upon the postage stamp in 
question,the picture of Minos, taken from the same coin of Chossos | Svor 
ronos work above mentioned, pl. IV, 34). Minos, the wisest, the most 
just and good of all kings and legislators, a truly divine man, became 
the symbol of the entire well administered State. 


V. The Postage Stamps of 10 and 25 lepta and of 5 drachmas. 
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Along with their ancient symbols and the image of the most famous 
of the fabulous kings of the Island, the Cretans engraved upon their 
postage stamps of 10 and 25 lepta , with a national and legitimate joy, 
the portrait of their young and heroically built Prince George, of Greece. 
The Greek imagination of the Cretans, immediately after their freedom 
from a foreign yoke, compared him, from the first, to the heros of pro- 
fane or Christian Greece who, by the extermination of bandits and bar- 
barous races, freed the Grecian territory. 


As an evidence of this last conception by the Christian Cretans, 
there was engraved upon the postage stamp of 5 drachmas a picture of 
Saint George—who bears the same name as the young Prince of Crete— 
upon horseback, killing the terrible dragon. This design was copied 
by the engraver from an English gold coin, both because it was quickly 
available and because it had been adjudged to be the most artistic 
known representation of Saint George. 


It was evidently inspired by the very beautiful horseman to be 
found upon the frieze of the Parthenon, which is in the British Mu- 
seum. 


Tok NEW SERIES OF CRETAN POSTAGE STAMPS. 


As Crete had not yet joitied the Universal Postal Union at the time 
when she issued her first series of postage stamps, those stamps, for this 
reason, were not as widely circulated as they should have been. Again, 
the exhaustion of the stock of these stamps in the hands of the Govern- 
ment is imminent. For these reasons the Cretan Government decided to 
issue a hew series. 


This decision was taken while Mr. Jean Tsouderos, ex-councellor of 
H. R. H., was at the head of the Interior Department. The Post Office 
Department, which had been, for more than a year, under the direction 
of Mr. B. N. Mavrides, prepared all the details necessary for the manu- 
facture of the stamps, furnished to the engravers the necessary directions 
for the preparation of the designs; chose the colors, and selected the 
sketches, frames, ornaments, ete. 


The choice of the designs was made by the organizer of the Cretan 
postal service, Mr. Marinos, who selected them from Mr. Svoronos’ work 
upon Ancient Cretan Coinage of which we have already often spoken. 


Moreover, the choice of the designs for the new stamps was not 
influenced, as was the case in the first series, by the desire to make use 
of only those which were symbolic of the postal service but, rather, in 
the first place, to make known the celebrated mythological characters 
of the Island and, in the second place, to exalt the truly surprising dis- 
coveries revealed in Crete by the exeavations at Minos, thanks to which 
entire centuries were added to the history of Greece, and, finally, in the 
third place, engraving a souvenir of the glorious and heroic sacrifices 
of the brave Cretans by whom the autonomy of the Island was recon- 
quered, 
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The engraving of the steel plates from which the stamps were 
printed anid all the labor of their manutacture, was confided to the care 
of Messrs. Bradbury & Wilkinson, of London, who enioy a world-wide 
reputation. The designs of the new postage stamps are as follows: 


ist. The Postage Stamp of 2 lepta. 


mo” 





This was copied from an impression of a great Mycenean seal from 
Cnossos. This impression, unique in its religious significance, is very 
probably taken from the collet of a large, princely ring of gold, and _ re- 
presents the great goddess of the Myceneans, standing upon the mountain 
or sacred rock, clothed in an ornate vestment arranged in folds and 
holding in her left hand, which she holds in front of her, a lance or 
seeptre. On either side are the guardian lions, resting their forefeet 
upon the sacred mountain, upon which stands the goddess. 

In one of the corners may be seen a two story temple with the 
sacred horns; in the other corner is a man in an attitude of respect, 
according to the ancient custom, that is to say, with his hands before 
his face. (See: Cretan Civilization, by A. Xanthudidés, page 109, and 
cf. A. Evans, The Palace of Cnossos, 1901, p. 28 and 29). 


2. The Postage Stamp of 5 lepta. 





This is drawn from an excellent two drachma coin of the fifth cen 
tury which was struck at Gortyna, in Crete, (Svoronos, as above, pl. 
XIII, 9) and showing the Cretan nymph, Britomartis, concealed among 
the branches of an old oak. 

This design was celebrated among those who were interested in 
mythology, as representing Kuropa in a plane-tree, but M. Svoronos, in 
his study upon the plane-tree of Gortyna (Revue Belge de Numisma- 
tique, 1894), has demonstrated that it portrayed Britomartis. An eng 
lish translation of this study has been published by L. Low in the Am 
erican Journal of Numismatics, Boston, 1894, July and the following num- 
bers. A Greek translation has, also, been published by M. A. Voréadis 
in the weekly review, ‘ Hiraclon’’, of 1894, Nos, 34 to 40). 
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3rd. The Postage Stamp of 10 lepta. 





A full face portrait of H. R. H. Prince George, of Greece, High 
Commisioner of Crete. 


4th. The Postage Stamp of 20 lepta. 


lat 


SO Niacs 





‘ie 


This has been copied from the design of a silver coin of two 
drachmas, in the style of Praxiteles, struck at Cydonia, in Crete 
(Svoronos, above mentioned work, pl. IX, 23), and shows the Cretan 
Jupiter, in his infaney, being suckled by the bitch Cynosure, the 
emblem of the Cynosurians, called also the Cydonians. This coin bears, 
below the design of the bitch, the inscription KYAQN[IATQON]. 

This Cynosure is the same one who, at a later period, owing to the 
gratitude of Jupiter, who had been nourished by her in the country 
of the Cydonians, was transformed into the constellation of the little 
bear, of which Thales, of Milos, said; ‘‘ it was the figure of a bitch.’’ 
(Cf. Svoronos: Modeles Numismatiques, where he speaks of Jupiter’s 
childhood in Crete, in the ** Journal Arch ologique’’, 1893, p. 1-8, and 
the same author ‘* Questions Numismatiques in lV’ Hestia, Revue Athenienne 
for 1894, pages 31-32). 


Sth. The Postage Stamp of 25 lepta. 





LY, i nH 
al aN Hi 
fev 7 
< SETA(25) AErTAD 
ees 


This is copied from one of the best, if not the most perfect, of Cretan 
coins, that is to say, from a coin of two drachmas from the city of Itanos 
(Svoronos, work above mentioned, pl. XIX, 7), representing a Triton 
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piercing a fish with his trident, a symbol of the ancient maritime dom- | 
ination of the Cretans. 


6th. The Postage Stamp of 50 lepta 








A copy from a two drachmas coin from Cnossos (Svoronos, work 
above mentioned, pl. [V, 34), portraying the head of Ariadne, the daugh- 
ter of Minos, who is known through the old fables of Theseus and the 
Minotaur. It is framed by Greek fret work. Upon the reverse is found 
the inscription KNQZZXION (that is to say, ‘‘a coin of Cnossos ”’ 


ith. The Postage Stamp of 1 drachma. 














/ 

' This copied from an antique silver coin of two drachmas from 
Gortyna (Svoronos, work above mentioned, pl&XII., 25). It represents 
H Europa seated upon Jupiter, who was transformed into a bull during his 
; abduction from Phoenecia to Crete, according to the old fable. Below 
the bull may be distinguished the remains of a tortoise, modeled from 
the earlier coinage of Egina, from which this coin of Gortyna was newly 

struck. 
Sth. The Postage Stamp of 3 drachmas. 





A view of the ruins of the celebrated palace of Minos at Cnossos 
which was discovered during the famouos excavations made by the 
English numismatist and archeologist, M. A. Evans. 

The ornamental frame of this postage stamp is spheroidal, which 
was very frequently used as an ornament for mural paintings, framing 
the walls in the guise of entablature. It is, also, very frequently met 


with as an ornament of vases of the Palace of Cnossos at the Mycenian 
epoch. 
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The monster shown at the left, has a body of a woman with large 
breasts and the head of an ox. It is found upon the seals which were 
found during the excavations at Zacros (Sitia). It does not represent 
a Minotaur, because that is supposed to be a male, but, as it has been 
discovered in Crete and resembles a Minotaur, it is considered as 
such, 

The archer at the right was found at the palace of Cnossos, in the 
Northwest wing. It is a portion of a steatite vase showing the archer 
in relief at the moment when he bends the bow and releases the arrow. 


9th. The Postage Stamp of 5 drachmas. 


¢ 


2 








A view of the historical convent of Areadion, celebrated in the his- 
tory of Cretan insurrections because, during the night of November 8-20, 
1866, after a very heroic defence against 22,000 Turkish and Egyptian 
Soldiers, 900 insurgent Greeks, with woman and children, blew them- 
selves up together with a great number of their assaillants! It is the 
glorious Missolonghi of Crete ! 

The English traveler, Pashley, gives a beautiful, exact and old- 
fashioned description of this ancient convent in his: ** Travels in Crete’’, 
London, 1837, Vol. 1, p. 309. The two women who frame the stamp re- 
present Greece and Crete; one is offering the royal crown and the other 
a palm branch, the symbol of martyrdom and glory. 

Behind the convent sparkle the eternal snows upon the summit of 
Mount Ida, within whose celebrated cave ‘* the father of men and of the 
gods ’’ was born, the Idean Jupiter. Among the earliest inhabitants of 
the Island were the Courétes, who protected the divine infant, covering 
him with their shields and enthusiastically dancing their war dance 
around him, 

Indeed, this Bethlehem of the divine Hellenic spirit, close to the 
clouds, harmoniously crowns the sacred convent from which springs up- 
on the wings of the wind, towards the blue firmament of the Island of 
Minos, the blood-stained Grecian glory of the illustrious battles for the 
conquest of liberty, battles which lasted during centuries. 

The smoke rising from the convent has deposited a new crown of 
glory upon the summit of Mount Ida, whose splendor, continually shin- 
ing, presents to the spirit of the eternal and martyrized Nation of the 
Hellenes, for whom an old oracle predicted with truth, that ** @¢ & aoxd¢ 


Banciver. Siva 8 ob Oéuts. ,,* 


*It shall be immersed like a leather bottle but shall not be engulfed. 
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Like the first series of Cretan postage stamps, which were considered 
to be the best modern stamps and which have been greatly sought after 
to ornament collections, we do not doubt that the new series, which has 
just been placed in circulation; will meet with the same reception 
from philatelists. Numismatists, on the other hand, will admit, with 
pleasure, that one of the numerous influences of ancient numismaties 
upon the art of the stamps and modern symbolism is to be seen in this 
new series. 


VAG 








Our Indian Letter. 
By E. W. WrTHeRELL. 


Bangalore, March 8, 1905. 


The handbook on the adhesive fiscal and telegraph stamps of Brit- 
ish India, by Messrs. (. 8. F. Crofton and Wilmot Corfield, is out. It 
is the first volume issued by the Philatelic Society of India which deals 
with stamps other than those employed for postal purposes. It is the 
result of many years of patient study on the part of the joint authors 
and contains a vast amount of new information, but it does not profess 
to be complete and Mr. Crofton is already writing addenda in the Phila- 
telic Journal of India; ut, in years to come, no doubt a second issue will 
be necessary, as Was the case with Mr. Stewart Wilson’s handbook on 
the stamps of the Convention States, and all additional information 
would then be embodied. This volume will, no doubt, stimulate phila- 
telists to take up that sadly neglected and absorbingly interesting branch 
ofour hobby. It has always been a mystery to me why collectors should 
confine themselves to postals, when they could have all the sport for a 
fraction of the expenditure, if they were to take up fiseals as scientifie- 
ally as postals. You are not so backward in America as the English 
philatelists in this respect, and I think it is safe to say that England is 
far behind all other countries in its appreciation of fiscals and entires. 
Speaking of ‘‘entires** I often wonder that Mr. B. W. Warhurst, the 
enthusiast on post cards and colour charts, and an authority on both, is 
not tired of trying to show collectors that post cards, envelopes and 
newsbands are as worthy of study (and much more so in some cases ) as 
adhesive stamps. Mr. Warhurst wrote to mea few weeks back, deplor- 
ing the neglect of entires in England; but in India we are just as bad; if 
not worse. 


Just as Iam writing the sad news comes that the great philatelist, 
(iordon Smith, is dead. It came as a great shock to all of us, and we 
mourn the right good fellow and kind friend whom we shall meet no 
more. 


There is little doing, philatelically, in India, just at present, but 
there is talk of an exhibition of stamps to be held during the visit of the 
Prince of Wales to India shortly. Teere are some good collections in 
the country and a really good exhibition could be held, and it is to be 
hoped that it will not end in talk but be a real live reality. 


An enormous number—millions, in fact—of the half anna Indian 
stamp will receive a surcharge of ** | *’, and, since this will be the fifth 
3 pie stamp to appear during the last few years, it may not be out of 
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called into being to supply the demand for stamps of that value for 
place to say a few words about it. The first quarter anna stamp was 
postage and registered newspapers, and, as no supply could reach India 
for many months, it was decided to overprint the halfannastamp. Then 
came the permanent stamp, 3 pies carmine, with portrait of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria. A short time after this India adopted the Postal Union 
scheme of colours and, consequently, changed her one anna stamp to car- 
mine (it used to be aniline plum ), and, as confusion might arise between 
the 3 pie and 1 anna stamps, being of the same colour, the former was 
changed to gray—thus a third variety was necessary. When India 
adopted the King-Emperor’s portrait, a new 3 pie stamp came out in 
the current set. This is the most popular stamp among the natives. 
They like quantity and much prefer to use four of these 3 pie stamps 
to one 1 anna stamp. Hence the demand exceeds the supply and be- 
fore the next consignment can arrive in India there will be a shortage, 
consequently another provisional is necessary. None of these 3° pie 
stamps can ever be rare, as so many millions have been printed. | 
might add that the Queen’s Head stamp appears in bright rose and also 
in rose-carmine, and the grey stamp is also in two shades. There are 
no less than four shades (quite distinct) of the last issue; the first print- 
ings were a dull pale grey, followed by a somewhat darker, more 
greenish grey; this, again, was succeeded by a bluish grey, and the last 
shade was slate. It is a remarkable fact that within four or five years 
we have had five distinct stamps (and four extra shades), and, while 
the 6 anna stamp, which is still in use here. came out about a quarter 
of a century ago, yet | would rather describe this good old stamp (which 
has known no change, except in shade, so long) as an unnecessary issue 
(as the particular value was so seldom used) than use the term for any 
of the 3 pie stamps, for which the demand was so great. I have written 
this in case any of your readers should think that any of these stamps 
are speculative in any degree. It is probable that the new ja provisional 
will be the commonest surcharged stamp ever issued in any State. 





A truly remarkable fact, which I cannot account for, is that fully 
ninety per cent of stamps which exist in pairs, imperforate between, 
have been chronicled first in the A. J. P. Scarcely a month passes but 
we find something of this sort: ‘* Mr. has shown us a pair of the 
of imperf. between.’’ Will somebody kindly explain how it 
is that so many of these pairs are first listed in this journal? I think 
it would be an excellent thing to have a list of all known pairs (imper- 
forate between) made and a full catalogue of them published in the 
JOURNAL which first announced the great majority of them. Now, Mr. 
<ditor, here is a gratuitous suggestion for a most interesting and valua- 
ble compilation. 














Mr. John Godinho, of Bombay, has shown me a great curiosity. It 
consists of a complete sheet of the green Dhar stamps printed on both 
sides. The first print was made on paper which was so folded and 
creased that four of the stamps were in disjointed fragments when the 
paper was smoothed out. As this was so pronounced, the sheet was 
turned over and a second printing taken on the back. It is this second 
print which has received the control mark. 
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Last month I wrote a lot of nasty things about people who will in- 
sist that their style of collecting is the only sensible one. I don’t want 
to add to my remarks, but a collection is owned here which is almost 
exclusively concerned with marginal lines. Now I cannot, for the life 
of me, see what the outside margin has to do with the stamp itself. It 
has, as far as I can see, no more to do with a particular stamp than a 
man’s hat has to do with him—the man is the same, whether he wears a 
tweed cap or an opera hat. The hat is outside the man and the margin 
is outside the stamp.* If the margin shows the plate number, well and 
good, but other things are surely curiosities only. But here am I doing 
exactly the same thing | blamed others for last month. 


My apologies are due your readers for the irregularity with which 
| have sent in the article on Holland. Great pressure of work is my 
excuse. 


*We truly sympathize with our worthy correspondent but, to carry his;comparison 
to the limit, might we not also suggest that he might say the the same thing of perfor- 
ations? They are certainly outside of the stamp, so far as its franking power or design 
is concerued, and yet, where would his grand coacervation of Holland be with all vari- 
eties of perforation eliminated. We admit that this is an extreme case, but it points 
the moral. “che 7” nevertheless.-Ed. 
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The Die Varieties of the Nesbitt Series of 
United States Envelopes. 


By VICTOR M. BERTHOLD. 


Copyrighted, All rights reserved. 
[Continued from page 115.) 


THREE CENTS, RED. DIE 2. 


THE “‘STRAIGHT END” DIE. 


Short labels with straight ends. VR 
83 loops on the left; 9 loops on the right. Ve NS ‘ 
a 


It is generally conceded that this die is one of the earliest made, 
because many of the envelopes bear the Nesbitt tress or seal on the flap. 

In addition to Head 1, used for Die I, there now appear two new 
ones. This issue is also noticeable because in each of the three varieties 
the lettering is about the same. For this reason a knowledce of the 
heads is imperative for identification of the varieties. It may also 
assist the collector to note that Head I exists only with the seal on the 
flap of the envelope, and that in Heads XI and XII the garment at the 
back of the neck has four folds in contradistinetion to Head I, in which 
the garment has but two folds. 

As far as we know, letter size envelopes, bearing Die 2, were issued 
in July, 1853, and note size in September of the same year. Excepting 
note size ( Knife 1 of the present list), all other envelopes exist on both 
white and buff paper. 





Variety |, Head I:—As this head has been fully described and 
illustrated under Die 1, it needs no additionaljremarks. 
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HEAD XI. 





Variety 2, Head XI.—A small but heavy eyebrow near the corner of 
the eve. The side-lock commences close to the eye-brow and is rather 
short and shaped like acomma. Near the end of the side-lock begins the 
lowest front-lock, which is very short, heavy, and extends some distance 
beyond the ear-lobe. Note that the end of the side-lock reaches to the 
middle of the ear-lobe. The queue is continued from the second front- 
lock. There are five locks in the front row and two heavy upper locks 
in the back row: 

HEAD XII. 





X11. 


Variety 3, Head XII:—A long, heavy-side-lock starts near a heavy 
eyebrow, which extends far beyond the corner of the eye. Atits end the 
side-lock bends sharply to the left and is quite a distance from the ear- 
lobe. Together with the side-lock starts the lowest front-lock. It slants 
across the ear-lobe, broadens towards its middle and is pointed at the end. 
The side-lock, front-lock and ear-lobe somewhat resemble the figure 1. 
The queue is continued from the lowest lock immediately behind the 
second front-lock. There are five locks in the front row and three heavy 
locks in the back row. 


THREE CENTS, RED. DIE 3. 


“THREE in square label with a diagonal line across each corner 
called **Kk Ends.’ 


8} loops on left; 9 loops on right. P~™ 


This die appeared in July, 1853, and exists on note and letter size 
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envelopes. The former is extremely rare. Mr. Harrison, who has 
carefully studied this die, found two heads of Washington ( XIII and 
XIV). Hestates, however, that: ‘‘in the heads in relief there is only 
a slight difference in the arrangement of the hair, which is of no practi- 
cal use, as in most specimens of this series the head is so lightly im- 
pressed that it is impossible to detect any differences.”’ Realizing how 
difficult it is to get a fine specimen of this die, the writer tried his best 
to obtain a clear impression, and the drawing shows that the search 
has not been in vain. 


HEAD XIII. 


Two small side-locks. (For further description see Head XIV). 





ose 


Variety 1:—‘‘C”’ of ** Cents”? low. 


HEAD XIV. 





One short side-lock: A heavy eyebrow. A fine, short side-lock 
starts quite a distance from the latter and ends far from the ear 
lobe. Together with the side-lock commences the short, lowest 


front-lock. Immediately above the latter commences the third front- 
loek, which is bifurcated to the middle. This is the main feacure 
of the die. It is by far the heaviest strand and continues, unin 
terruptedly, into the queue, All other front or rear locks are short. 
Between the last-mentioned Jong tront-lo¢k and the short, lowest 
one lies a small rear lock, pointed at its start and broad at its end. 
Including the lowest front-lock, there are five locks in front and but 
three in the rear row, i.e., two above the long, bifurcated front-lock and 
a small one immediately below the latter. 
Variety 2:—‘C” of “CENTS” high in the frame. 











THREE CENTS, RED. DIE 4. 


Wide label, measuring 20 mm. horizontally, with 
square ends ; lower label short (17 mm.) but 
also with straight ends. 7 loops on each side. 





Issued July, 1853. 


Luckily the engraver has seen fit to use but one head for this issue 
and it is our old favorite, HEAD I, and needs no further description. 
There is but one variety, and none of the envelopes have the Nesbitt 
seal. 





Variety 1:-—Letters of ** THREE’? very widely spaced, especially 
the last two letters. ‘* T*’ nearer to left label than **E** to the right. 
‘ENT of “CENTS” nearer to each other than **C*’ to ‘“* FE’ and 
cee? ey OPT 

The die has been used for note and letter size, i.e., Knives 1 and 2, 
on white, and for the latter on both white and buff paper. 


THREE CENTS, RED. DIE 5. 
The common die of the first series. 

Short labels (measuring 15 mm horizontally A 
with curved ends. 

9 loops on the left; 8) loops on the right. WS 


This die appeared in March, 1854, and remained in existence until 
October, 1860. On account of its six years of constant use, it was not 
strange that the die should need repairing and retouching. Neverthe- 
less, While admitting the necessity of repairs, this does not account in 
any way for the fact that we have thirty distinctly different dies in this 
series, many of which cannot be explained by the above theory. Of 
course, the various curves of the labels may be accounted for by re- 
peated retouching, but no one who compares some of these dies would 
attempt to give the same reason for the totally different lettering and 
the great variety in the spacing. As a matter of fact, most of the so- 
ealled varieties are far more distinct dies than some of the well-known 
Reays and Plimptons of equal denominations. In spite of the great 
number of varieties of this issue, the engraver has seen fit to use but 
one head of Washington, which is totally different from any of those 
preceding. 








HEAD XV. 





Two fine, very short side-locks, reaching to the middle of the ear- 
lobe, which is rather large. There are seven very thin locks of hair, 
almost hair lines, in the upper part of the head, extending to the back 
of the head, each with a curve in the centre. Below these there is a 
short, thick bunch, or lock, bent upwards into the space left by the 
curve of the seventh thin lock. There is one short, thick front-lock and 
three in the back row, side by side, nearly at right angles to the bunch 
of hair which is bent upwards. The lowest front-lock slants a consider- 
able distance across the ear, while the lock immediately above it is 
much longer and reaches into the queue. The latter is very thin and 
shows no subdivisions. 

Doubtless the thirty varieties of this die would have been highly 
prized by collectors and would have been well known many years ago if 
American philatelists had taken the trouble to study them with a view 
to systematic classification. Certainly, without a system the collector's 
task is troublesome, but, with a proper classification, the difficulty 
vanishes and what has hitherto been considered an annoyance becomes 
a pleasurable pursuit. This issue greatly favors the collector of cut 
square specimens, for a good many dies can easily be found. On 
the contrary, the collector of entires, especially the advanced collector 
who desires mint copies, will find it difficult to get unused specimens of 
many dies. 

The paper used is white and buff, and, as mentioned before, both 
the quality and color differ widely. For instance: ‘ Buff’? covers 
shades which would be called at the present time light chocolate, brown, 
oriental buff, light yellow, etc. A great many envelopes are of sott 
paper, nearly unsurfaced, while there are numerous others having a 
hard, brittle texture, highly surfaced or glazed. Often six shades may 
be obtained, and they are certainly worthy of being collected with care. 

It has already been stated that the thirty varieties can be classified, 
and that such classification is a great help to the philatelist. Fortun 
ately, the first ten dies are quickly recognized by the long, horizouta! 
cross stroke of ‘*T”’ of ‘‘ THREE,” and **T”’ of ** CENTS,’ while the 
remaining twenty dies have a short top stroke, and this differentiation, in 
the writer’s humble opinion, should have been introduced long ago in 
the general catalogues. 

3efore commencing the study of the first ten varieties, it is only 
proper to state that even Mr. Harrison has put himself on record that: 
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‘the ten earlier varieties are by no means easy to separate.’’ Indeed, 

they are decidedly more troublesome and require far closer work than 
any of the other Nesbitt die varieties. The student is sure to find many 
specimens in which the upper curves are entirely worn away, and in 
judging the spacing of the letters errors are likely to occur, due to 
heavy impressions, which are not infrequent. 

Being well aware of these annoyances, the writer has tried, to the 
best of his ability, to make the description of these ten varieties as lucid 
as possible, and as they now stand they represent the labor of many 
hours. Expressions like “ far’’, ‘‘near’’ or ‘*close’’ are, of course, 
subject to individual interpretation, but by comparing the illustrations 
accompanying the text, what is meant by ‘‘close’’, ete., will be easily 
understood, Wherever greater accuracy seemed needful, the distance 
between two letters, either at the top or the base has been added. If a 
letter is stated to be below the level of another, the student, as a rule, 
should have no difliculty in reeognizing this fact. This is true of varie- 
ties 4 and 5, but a certain amount of training of the eye is required to 
recognize quickly the lower position of ““T’’ and “EE” of ** THREE” 
in varieties 1, 2 and 10. 

Together with the new die two new sizes of envelopes appear, 
known as Knives 4 and 5, respectively ; both are termed ‘ Full Letter ”’ 
and have three black lines on the inside of the left side flap. 


“TT WITH LONG CROSS STROKE. 
Dies 1 to 10. 


The ten die varieties are divided into three groups by drawing a 
straight line along the outside of the downward stroke of ‘*T” of 
‘THREE ”’. 

1) Line cuts through ‘*S” of ‘* CENTS” (Var. 1, 2, 3, 4). 

2) Line goes to right of *S°? (Var. 5, 6,7). 

3) Line goes through right lower curve ( Var. 8,9, 10). 

It should be understood, however, that the above line prolongation 
is only tentative, not absolute, and can only be relied upon in a general 
Way as certain specimens will be found which will vary from it to a 
vreater or less extent. 


Description of Dies. 





Variety | :—‘*T” a considerable distance from upper left curve. 
‘*TH ” widely spaced, but ** HR’ near and ‘‘R”’ the 
highest letter. ‘‘“RE’’ wideattop. ‘‘ EE” wide. ‘*CE”’ 
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wide at base. ‘“* EN” wide. ‘* NT” wide at hase. 
Lower curves doep and far from ‘*C** and * 
War'ety 2:—‘*T” near eurve, and *'T”’ and final ** E*’ below level of 
“HRE”. “TH” near, “*HR’”’ near, but “RE” and 
‘EE’ wide at top. Upper curves are frequently much 
deteriorated. Lower left curve far from "| C, sch” 
and “* NT’? wide at base. ‘*TS”’’ near. Lower right 
curve near “*S", 
Variety 3 :—Upper left curve very far from “T"*. ** RE wide and 
‘R slants sharply to the right. ‘ EE’ near at top. 
‘“C? far from lower left curve. ‘CE’ wide at base. 
i’ slants sherply to the left and ** EN” wide at hase. 
“*S*" close to curve. 





Variety 4:—*‘* T”’ near curve but below level of TP. TER wide 
but ** RE’ wider, and ** EE widest at top. The main 
feature of this die is that the lower left curve slants sharp 


ly downward and is far from base of +7. Cl wide 
at base. ‘NT’ very wideat base. ‘8S far from curve. 
Variety 5 —U pper right curve flattened and top of PT" near curve. 
‘T* low and far from ** Il? ‘HR * widely spaced at 
top, but ** RE still wider. “EE” near. Upper right 


curve far from ** Eh” both at top and base. Frequently 
the curves are nearly o}literated, 

Variety 6 :—Upper right curve near ‘+ T’. Top of **T some distance 
from “HO. ** RE’ wide at top. ** EE wide. The 
curve is far from top of ** EB’, but slants so that, at the 
point where it meets the inner oval line, it is near base of 
“EE. Lower ‘eft curve near ‘CC . oe reaches over the 
top of the letter, “CEN” near; **NT* near at base. 
“S’? far from curve. 





Variety 7:—The FLAW VARIETY. Upper right curve very 


deep, 
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Top of **'T*’ considerably nearer curve than base. ‘TH ”’ 
near. ‘*HR’’ and ** RE” near attop. *‘* EE’ very wide 
at top. Curveis very far from ** Ek’? both at top and base. 
Lower left curve flattened and near “CC, ** EN” near. 
‘NT well spaced. In the outer red frame line, near 
base of **’P*’, a small portion of the die is broken away. 
Variety 8 :—Upper left curve deep and top of **T? neareurve. ‘TEE’ 
near. “*HRE* near, and * RE the closest spaetng 
of all the varieties. ‘* EK’ near. Right curve is a 


good distance from top of * Kh°’.))6oLower lett curve small 
and near *§C"", CE wide. ** ENT’ near and upper 
horizontal stroke of ** N* often joined to **T 7. © FS” 
near and **S* close to curve. 

Variety 9 :—Upper left curve much flattened and close to = T'; “TT 
and final ** °° somewhat below level of ** HRE*. ‘PH 
close and * TL’ sharply slanting to left. « TREE’ neat 
at top. Right curve far from ** EE”. Lower lett curve 
short and near (’’, “CE” close. ‘EN’ near. 


‘“ “NT near at base. Right curve near *!S’ 





Variety 10:—Upper left curve near «TT. ‘TH?’ near at top 
TLR spaced as in Var. 9 but ** EE nearer, and top 
of + E nearer the curve. Lower left curve near **C 7’. 
““C" above level of **E*’ and near at base. ‘*‘ ENTS” 
near. ‘*S 7? far from curve. 
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Some Stamp Designs. 


By C. A. Howes. 





( Continued from page 121.) 








The design of the set of French manufacture, issued in 1903, was a 
radical departure from the previous designs, but hardly an improvement over 
the small stamps of 1go00, at least. Its main feature is quite heraldic in 
appearance, the central circle being occupied by the imperial bird, the 
“violet falcon,” with the coat-of-arms—the Yaag and Yin symbol surrounded 
by the full “eight diagrams” in this case—on its breast. There are also four 
little 57 yangs on each wing, and the right claw holds a sheathed sword with 
its belt, while the left claw grasps a terrestial globe on which Korea and 
Japan can be discerned. The use of the falcon with the arms of Korea 
seems to be something recent, but it is justified by the fact that falconry has 
for centuries been a sport of royalty and nobility, just as it was in China, and 
these birds are protected by law from being killed The plum blossom is 
again prominent in the design, one being beneath the fal: on and two smaller 
ones in the foliations at right and left below the top label. 

Now let us look at the inscriptions which appear on these stamps. 
Curiously enough, we find no less than four languages represented, Chinese, 
Korean, Erglish and French. The first three occur on all stamps issued up 
to 1903, but the cur-ent set, which appeared on October 1 of that year, has 
French inscriptions replacing the English. Just why English should have 
been placed on the first issue of 1884 it is difficult to say, except that the 
postal service was modeled and directed by Japanese, and the stamps made at 
the Stamp Printing Bureau in Tokio. Because the Japanese stamps them- 
selves had inscriptions in English is probably the reason why this language 
appears on the first Korean stamps also. The reason for the Chinese inscrip- 
tion lies in the fact, already noted, that Corea received all her \iterature from 
the Celestial Empire. A Korean gentleman was not educated unless he had 
studied the Chi: ese classics, just as a knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
classics was formerly considered indispensable for the educated Englishman. 
But though the Korean based his education on Chinese, he had his own meth- 
od of pronouncing the characters—a pronunciation descendcd from the 
ancient Chinese sounds for them, which have been preserved for the Korean . 
through the means of his native alphabet. The Chinese, through the lack of 
alphabetic writing, have no’fixed pronunciation for their ideographs, as is 
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readily shown to day by their many dialects. though all use the same writ- 
ten forms. Fort his reason the pronunciation has changed much during the 
lapse of ages. 

But the Koreans, in the early part of the fifteenth century, had a King 
whose attainments would redound to the credit of many a modern monarch, 
His name was Sei-jong, and he saw, understood and attempted to remedy 
the difficulty in the use of Chinese characters for writing the Korean ver- 
nacul'r. This difficulty lies in the structural difference of the two languages: 
Chines- is monosyllabic and uninflected while Korean is polysyllabic and 
highly inflected. It can, therefore, be seen that in writing Korean with 
Chinese characters only the “root” form of the verb, for instance, can be 
used; and that in reading a Chinese text it is necessary for a Korean to 
interpolate the case ending and verb forms which he requires to make the 
sense clear in the vernacular. An attempt to supply a syllabary for these 
terminations was made as early as the eighth century, but it was cumbrous 
and but little used. 

King Sei-jong made a radical departure by inventing a real alphabet 
which should represent all the sounds employed in the language, and thus be 
capable of expressing phonetically (¢. ¢. spel'ing) all the words or termina- 
tions which might be found in the vernacular. This work was accomplished 
with the aid of a number of scholars, and resulted in what is deemed the 
most perfect alphabet extant, because it is the simplest and most comprehen- 
sive that can be found. It was called the za-mun or ‘“‘common character” 
because it was intended for the use of the common people, who were not 
educated in reading Chinese, the language used for all official documents. 
It originally contained twenty-eight letters, but a few have fallen into disuse 
or are infrequently employed. It will be enough for our purpose to repro- 
duce here the twenty five which are commonly in use and by which all the 
inscriptions on the stamps may be readily deciphered. The equivalents in 
Roman letters are pronounced as in English for the consonants and as in 
Italian for the vowels, except the short @ as in Aa?, the short # as in dwt, and 
the ew as in the French feu. 


6} 6 2’ H fore 

Of 12 $ u,w (initial) $F p* (aspirated) 

6 a 4 yu gr forn 

of = Sh /* s, t (fina!) 

of yuu 7 korg C tord 

a eu ZF & (asp rated) T « (aspirated) 

6) i OD wm A chorj 

2. ° t 2, /orsilent 2 ch (aspirated) 
4 ag (final) 


Nots—When the vowels are preceded by a consonant, the little circle before them is 
omitted. 
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When Korean text is examined, however, it will be noted that, in spite 
of the radical departure from the Chinese characters, King Sei-jong retained 
a semblance by combining the le ters into mcnosyllabic groups. thus giving 
them the form of a syllabary which departed as little as possible from the 
usual method of writing the Chinese. 


Turning now to the stamps of the 1884 issue, let us see what we can 
make of the inscriptions. The four higher values bear the words COREAN 
POST in English, which are lacking on the 5m., but all five values have the 
same Chinese and Korean inscriptions. The former is in the ancient seal 
character on the 5m. and 25m, and in the engrossing style on the other three 
values. The Korean legend repeats the Chinese, both reading (in the Korean 
pronunciation) Zat Chyo-syun Kuk u ch‘o, literally ‘* Great Cho-sun State 
post paper money.” The use of the word for paper money is curious and is 
the only example known where it docs duty for a postage “stamp.” The 
values of the stamps are expressed by Arabic numerals and the abbreviation 
Mn; by Chinese numerals and the character 3% wén. which we found 
under Shanghai was used for the copper “‘cash”’; and in the upper corners 
in each case by the Korean words (there are no Korean numerals as such). 
If we take the 10m stamp we find, by using our alphabet tab e, that the word 
mun is in the upper corner, and this is the equivalent for the Chinese wén or 
“cash? The word is pronounced ‘moon.” ‘The right upper corner has 
the word s#/ for “ten.” On the 5m. we find o mun in each upper corner; 
on the 25m. 7/ szf (two tens) at the right and o mun at the left, making the 25 
moon; the 50m. has simply 0 si (five tens) in each upper corner; and the 
1oom. has fark at the right and mun at the left. 


The 1895 issue bears the single word KOREA in English, but the 
Chinese and Korean inscriptions, which correspond as before read Chyo- 
syun a p'yo or “Cho san post ticket,” the last word being a frequent Chinese 
designation for a stamp. ‘The Chinese legend at the top is in the seal char- 
acter and the Korean at the bottom is in a somewhat fancy form. The values 
are in the side labels, in Chinese at the left and Korean at the right. In the 
former we recognize the character 7} fen, employed on the Chinese cus- 
toms stamps for a candarin. We also find an abbreviated form of the char- 
acter for mace, $$ in which only the right hand portion of two similat 
small characters appears. Now by spelling out the Korean legend we find 
that p‘nn corresponds to fen and ¢on to chien, the Chinese name of the 
abbreviated character. The values in English, however, are all in poon, thus 
5p. corresponds to o p‘un; 10p to han ton (%. ¢. one mace); 25p. to tu fon 0 
pun (i e.two mace five candarins); and sop. to fas ton (%. e. five mace). 
These numbers. an, tu and /as are the native Korean vernacular for one, 
two and five; Aan appears again on the surcharged 1p on 25p 1900, with 
the Cninese figure at the left and the Arabic below. ‘The word a for five is, 
the name of the Chinese numeral. 


With th issue of 1900 we find many alterations. The English legend 
now reads IMPERIAL KOREAN POST and the Chinese and Korean 
legends, corresponding as before, read Zai Han Tyui (or Chei) Kuk u p'yo, 
literally ‘Great Han Ruler’s State post stamp,” which is rendered in English 
by “ Imperial Korean postage stamp.” ‘The change in name to the “ Han 
Empire” has already been explain:d, and the first two characters of each 
legend, Zai Han, are the ones that were surcharged in red on the poon stamps 
of 1895. 
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With the values of this set we again find something new. The currency 
has been based on the Japanese monetary system of 1000 rins=100 sen=1 yen 
but the Korean names are slightly different. The lowest value appears as 
i ri, translated into English on the stamp as “2 Re.” The next denomina- 
tion is expressed on the 3c. stamp in fu'l as “cheun,” but we find it is the 
same character used on the 1895 set and there called fom. The discrepency 
is overcome by stating that fon is the pure Korean wo'd while chyun (using 
our alphabet) or jum for brevity, isthe pronunciation of the Chinese charac- 
ter of the same meaning. All the different values of these stamps use the 
Korean pronunciation of the Chinese numerals, the vernacular words not 
appearing. Thus we find 1=</, 2=/, 3=sam, 4=sa, 5=0, 6=ryuk, 10=sip, 
15=stp 0, 2c=1 sif~, and 50=0 sif. ‘The h:ghest denomination is spelled out 
in Korean letters in the upper left corner of the 1w. stamp. It reads wun 
and the corresponding Chinese character is the first one in the tablet at the 
bottom. 

The jubilee stamp has inscriptions in Chinese and French only, this 
being the first appearance of the latter language. The Chinese legend at the 
top is just the sime as on the stamps of the 190) issue, and the French at the 
bottom is merely POSTES pe COREE—Korean Post. The jubilee an- 
nouncement in French, XL Ann. JUBILE D'AVENEMENT—aoth year 
celebration of the accession—is supplemented by the Chinese inscription 
above, Tat hoang chet p‘yut ha u keuk sa sip ryun kyung chyun, to the effect 
that the Emperor descends from the Throne to invoke Heaven's blessing 
upon the forty years. 

The current set of large stamps is also inscribed in French instead of 
Engzlish—the stamps were made in Paris—with the legend POSTES IM- 
PERIALES DE COREE, the equivalent of the former English legend. 
The same Chinese and Korean inscriptions appear as on the 1920 issue- 
The only differences are that “2” is now spelled in Korean z instead of 7; 
but it is to be noted that initial ” is usually silent; and that the Chinese 
character for jun (“cheun’’) is also changed to the full form of our old friend 
ch ten in Chinese. 
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Postage and Postage Due Stamps of Holland 
and Dutch Indies. 


By E. W. 


[Continued from Vol. 


WETHERELL. 





XVII, page 


L4. | 


The stamps of the third issue (1867) are among the most difficult 
to classify—the papers and gum vary excessively and there are two 


types, w hich do not make the — easier. 
These have 


lies in the pe 


rforations. 


But the great difficulty 
been listed as 114 x12 and 13 14, 


but unfortunately the second of these must be split up very considerably, 
as it is the product of several different machines. 
The following is a list of the varieties: 


PRIME VARIETI 


VIII 5c blue 
IX 10c rose 
X 15¢c brown 
XI 20c green 
XII 25c purple 
XIII 50c gole 


*Indicates ; 


Es. Major —_ 


TYPE 
(a) Perf. 13g x 12. 
VIII 5c blue 
IX 10c¢ rose 
X 15¢ brown 
XI 20e green 
XII 25c purple 
XIII 50c golc 


(b) Perf. 14. 
VIIIA dc blue 


(c) Perf. 1314 x 14. 
VIIIB dc blue 


(d) Perf. 13% clean cut. 
VITIC 5c blue 
IXA 10c rose 


(e) Perf. 10'¢ x 10. 
IXB 10c rose* 
XA 1c brown* 


TYPE II. 

(a) Perf, 1244 x 12. 
VIIID de blue 
I 10¢ rose 


XC 

XB 15e brown 

XIA 20c green 
IA 25c purple 


(b) Perf. 14. 
VIIIE 5c blue 
IXD 10c rose 
XC 15e brown 
XIB 20c green 
XIIB 25c purple* 


(c) Perf, 1314 x 14. 
VIIIF 5c blue 
IXE 10c rose 
XP 15e brown 
XI 20¢ green 


(1) Perf. 134% clean cut 
VIIIG 5c blue 
IXF 10c rose 
XE 15e brown 
XID 20c green 
XIIC 25¢ purple* 


sreat rarity. 


MINOR VARIETIES. 


The majority of the 
stamps can be found 


with colourless, pale 


brown or deep brown 
gum. 

The paper varies con- 
siderably in thickness, 
but it is decidedly 
thick in most cases. 


The shades vary 
greatly, particularly 
the se and lic. The dc 
in particular varies 
from a pale, watery 
blue to a rich ultra- 
marine. 


TRIVIALITIES. 


Wearing of the plate 
is very noticeable in the 
case of the 10c Type I. 
The lower line of frame 
is very indistinct and 
the lower part of in 
ser ipti ion, but the figure 

‘10” is very distinct, 
pe - aN it had been in- 
serted. 

The 5calsoshows very 
distinct signs of wear, 
many of the finer lines 
being almost invisible. 

The 50c gold shows 
many shades, which are 
due to the chemical ac 
tion of the atmosphere, 
damp, etc. The colours 
vary from bright gold 
to greenish bronze, but 
these varieties are not 
of the slightest import- 
ance. 

The perforation 13% 
(which is quite different 
from the 13% x14)is fairly 
clean cut, whereas pert 
l4 is not so clean; it is 
often, in fact, almos: a 
pin perforation. I have 
seen this 4 fairly clean 
cut and the 1336 fairly 
rough. A speciatist 
might distiuguish them 
as the result of different 
punches, 
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PRIME VARIETIES. MAJOR VARIETIES. MINOR VARIETIES. TRIVIALITIES. 
TYPE I. 
(e) Perf. 10% x 10. 
VIIIH 5c blue 
IXG 10c¢ rose 
XIE 20c green 


TyPE II. 
On bluish paper. 


(a) Perf. 133¢ x 14. 
VIIIJ Sc blue 
IXH 10c rose 
XG 15e brown 
XIF 20c¢ green 


(b) Perf. 14. 
III 5e blue 
IX.J 10¢ rose 
XH 15e brown 
XIG 2e green 


(c) Perf. 13%. 
VIIIL 5e blue 


(d) Perf. 10%. 
XF 15¢ brown* 
This set (Type IT) is 
known imperforate, 
but was not issued for 
use in that condition 
but to oblige M. Moens. 
They are interesting 
and rare, but are not 
stamps 


Vil 


ar, 
om Ay 


Indicates great rarity. 


The 13 and 14 perforation occurs in strips with 15) x14 and is 
is, consequently, not a distinet variety. 

The blue paper is often so pale that it is scarcely distinguishable 
from the white paper, but it seems to be of a slightly different quality. 

The perforation 133 is much rarer than 13} x 14 and 14. 

There is still doubt about the origin of the two types of this issue. 
It was thought at one time that the first plate was made in 1867 by the 
engravers and the second plate later by the printers, but this is very 
doubtful and it is more likely that, for a time at least, both plates were 
in use simultaneously, otherwise it would be difficult to account for 
stamps of both types with the 10} x 10 perforation. Varieties perforated 
144, 135 x14}, 11{x12) are not of the slightest importance. The 
punches in many cases were too small for the sockets (particularly in 
the 14 perforation ) and in time bent slightly, consequently stamps may 
be met with showing irregular spaces between the holes and the holes 
quite out of alignment. 

It is impossible to count shades as minor varieties, as in the case 
of the first issue, as there are no less than 44 major varieties of six 
prime varieties, but these may be taken as minor varieties and spaces 
provided for three shades of the 5, 10 and 15¢ and two shades of each 
of the others. There are no shades of the stamps perforated 10} x 10. 


(To be continued, ) 
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The Hawaiian Missionary Stamps. 


A DISCOVERY. 





The stamps of the first issue of Hawaii, familiarly known as the 
Missionary stamps, are among the great rarities of the philatelic world; 
consequently, any information concerning them is always of interest. 

It has long been known that there are two varieties of each of the 
four stamps which compose this issue. The differences between the 
two varieties consist in slight variations of the relative positions of the 
letters and ornamental border pieces which make up the design. The 
point by which the two varieties may most readily be distinguished is 
the relative position of the initial letters of the words ‘ Hawaiian’? and 
‘¢Postage’’. In variety I the vertical stroke of the ‘‘P”’ is under the 
middle of the **H.’’, while in variety II it is directly under the left 
vertical stroke of the ‘* HL’’. 

The 2, 5 and 13 cent stamps which are illustrated as types Al and 
A2 in our catalogue, were issued in 1851, and the 13 cents of type A3 
in 1852. It is quite evident that the same setting was used for the first 
three stamps and, with certain alterations of the inscriptions and orna 
ments, for the 1852 stamp. As the two minor varieties are found in all 
four stamps and in about equal proportions, it has been surmised that 
both varieties occurred in the same setting but, until this time, we have 
had no positive proof of this. 

A recent discovery helps us on this point. The New England 
Stamp Co. have obtained an envelope bearing an unsevered strip of 
three of the 13 cents 1851. The strip consists of a pair of varieties | 
and II, and a second copy of variety I. The third stamp is rather 
widely separated from the other two and is on a lower level. It is quite 
evident that the two varieties were set up side by side and the impres- 
sions printed in pairs on a long narrow strip of paper. Without doubt 
a small hand-press was used and, as each impression was made, the 
paper was moved along. 

Details of manufacture and history of the old and rare stamps are 
always interesting, especially in the case of those stamps which were 
produced in remote places and by primitive means. Therefore, we 
welcome even this small addition to our knowledge of the first Hawaiian 
issue. 
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COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.—We have seen a copy of the one peso, rose- 
red, of 1868 (our No. 57), upon horizontally laid paper. 


CreTeE.—The Monthly Journal reports an imperforate pair of the 
IS99, 10p blue, our type A. 


DeNMARK.—It seems as if there must have been some truth in the 
report which we received from Copenhagen saying that the new head 
type stamps were to be withdrawn, notwithstanding the fact that 
several of our European contemporaries rather laughed at it when we 
published it. At all events, after duly chronicling the 56, they are 
now announcing that the stamp has not vet been issued. 

We chronicled it upon their authority and must now recant as 
they have done. 


INDIA—Jaipur.—Gibbous’ Stamp Weekly quotes a correspondent as 
follows: ‘* lL can give yon some assistance with regard to the inscriptions 
on the Jaipur stamps for G.S. W. The inscriptions at the side show 
the value in words in Urdu and Nagri character respectively. The in- 
scription at the top, in Nagri, is ** Sawai Jaipur’’. Sawai literally 
means ‘ besides’ or ‘except’. In revenue matters ‘Sawai’ (usually 
‘Siwai’ in Hindi) * income’* means the miscellaneous income of a village 
as opposed to the revenue from land. No doubt it has a similar mean- 
ing here, and refers to postal revenue as subsidiary to the main revenue 
from land. This is only a surmise on my part. The inscription on the 
flag is: * Voto dharmm stato jai and the literal translation is: * If (religion 
or charity), then (means or victory ).’ This is probably the state mot- 
to, with a play on the word ‘Jai-pur’. Its probable meaning may 
roughly be translated : ‘ Who gives, gets,’ implying that charity means 
no loss. Dharm also means ‘ religion’, and Jai * vietory °, and it is pos- 
sible the motto might mean : ‘God giveth the victory’; but I think the 
first interpretation is more probably correct.”’ 


<4 24 24 
Me Ve 


LIBERIA.—The Monthly Journal is our authority for listing the 8e 
of 1892 with inverted centre. 
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St. HELENA.—We quote from the Monthly Journal: ‘In reference 
to the case of the stamps cancelled to order, upon which we made some 
remarks in January, Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. tell us that the 
Post Office of this colony, when executing orders from stamp dealers, 
sends out an invoice upon a printed form, at the bottom of which is the 
following paragraph :— 

‘ Nore.—The obliteration of stamps for purposes of sale is strictly 
forbidden.’ 

‘¢ Saints are evidently not always consistent.’’ 


a ? ? ae } 


SALVADOR.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us a vertical pair of 
the one centavo, 1895 (our No. 117), imperforate between. 


um ? a a ai 


TASMANIA.—We regret, that an error crept into our chronicle of the 
three pence Railway stamp last month. Its color is black not yellow 
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UNITED STATES.—We 
found in our stock a used copy 
of the ten cents, Department of 
State, upon double paper. A pe- 
culiar characteristic of the stamp 
is that, like the only known copy 
of the 6e of 1870, the stamp is 
printed upon the heavy backing 
paper instead of on the thin, al- 
most tissue paper, which was the 
tended to serve as the face of in- 
stamp. 

Official Stamp. 

Department of State. 

Double paper. 

Perforated 12. 
10e green 


have 


ABYSSINIA.—Le_ Timbrophile 
Belge notes three new surcharges, 
the same as we chronicled in Febru- 
ary, but with the surcharge in 
different colors. Besides these the 
ie green (our No. 22), has been 
surcharged ‘*.05°’ in blue, and 
another variety has been made by 
cutting the same stamp in half, 
diagonally, and surcharging each 
half ‘‘5°/"”’ in blue. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14x134. 
20e on Ig blue, red surcharge 
10c on 2g brown, violet surcharge 





Sie on 4g lilac-brown, blue sur- 
charge 
Blue sureharge. 
de on |g green 
de on half of |g green 
BELGIUM.—The New England 


Stamp Co. has shown us three 
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values of the new set, all contain- 
ing a portrait of King Leopold, 
though of two designs. We hope 
to illustrate them next month. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 14. 
20¢ olive 
25e blue 
35¢ purple-brown 


BRITISH GUIANA.—The Philatelic 
Record reports a new value upon 
the new paper. LEwen’s Weekly 
Stamp News adds the 24c. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked 
and ©, A, 

Perforated 14. 

2e brown and black on red 
24e lilac and green 


Multiple Crown 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.—Cucuta 
Issue:—We have received a new 
lot of stamps from this prolific field. 
It seems that their creative genius 
must have become exhausted as 
these new stamps are of the same 
designs, except as to color, as those 
which we illustrated in January. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperforate. 

On thin yellow wove paper. 

le yellow-green 

2c rose 

5e green 

10¢ red-brown 
20c gray-green 
50c carmine 

White wove paper. 

1p red-violet 








j 
| 
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Santander.—This province ,has 
sinned in the same manner as has 
Cucuta, for we have received a new 
set in the old designs illustrated by 
us in January, but in new colors. 

Adhesive stamps. 

[mperforate. 

5c pale blue 
10e red-brown 
20c¢ yellow-green 
50c red-violet 
1p dark blue 
5p dull rose 
10p red 
10p deep carmine-red 


COREA.—We understand that 
the series of stamps issued in 1900 
(our types A1O—A21) are being 
printed again and are replacing the 
1903 series (our type A23).  Gib- 
bon’s Stamp Weekly says that ‘ this 
new printing is distinguished by 
being on very thin, semi-transpar- 
ent paper, perforated 12) (the 
previous issue of this series was 
perforated 10 and 113), and = in 
paler colors than before. So far 
only two values have been noted; 
the 50 cheun, which is printed in 
light olive-green and very pale 
pink instead of olive-green and 
pink, and the 2 woon, which is 
printed in light violet and light 
green instead of purple and yellow- 
green. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Thin, semi-transparent paper. 

Perforated 123. 
50c pale olive-green and pale pink 
Yw light violet and light green 

DAHOMEY.—*everal of our con- 
temporaries state that the 50¢ 
stamp now has the name of the 
country in blue instead of in rose. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13}. 
50c brown on azure (name in blue) 





ECUADOR.—In a lot of sur- 
charged stamps of 1902-03 which 
we purchased lately we have found 
the following varieties which we 
have not, hitherto, catalogued : 

Adhesive stamps. 

Surcharged upon the stamps of 
1899 and 1901. 

Perforated 15, 16. 

Surcharged : “79, Rios’*, in 
black. 

2e green and black 
20¢ gray and black 
Surcharged Star, in red. 
2e¢ green and black 
10¢ dnll blue and black 
Sureharged * JUL. 29, 19027" in 


black. 
2e green and black 
Surcharged CORREOS DEL 


ECUADOR, SANTA CLARA,”’ ete. In 
oval, in red. 
10¢ dull blue and black 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. — Several 
of our contemporaries announce 
some new values of the current set. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and (, A, 

Perforated 14. 
2p reddish-purple 
6p orange 
Is olive-bistre 
Ds rose-lilae 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA.—\M vr. ©. 
Witt has shown us the new series 
for this country. The design re 
mains unchanged (it is our type 
A5), except that the values are 
now in hellers instead of pesas. 
The 1, 2 and 8 rupias remain un 
changed. 


Adhesive stamps, 
Perforated 14x13). 
23h bistre-brown 
4h green 
7} ar ; 
73h carmine 





15h ultramarine 

20h orange and black on yellow 
30h lake and black 

45h purple and black 





GIBRALTAR.—Morocco Agencies. 
—The Monthly Journal notes the 5e 
on the new paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked 
and C, A. 

Perforated 14 

de green 


Multiple Crown 


GUADELOUPE.—The New Eng- 
land Stamp Co. has shown us a 
new series of postage due stamps 
issued for this colony. 

Postage Due Stamps. 

Perforated 14x133. 
de blue 
10¢ brown 
l5e green 
30e dull carmine 
50c black 
60¢e brown-orange 
lfr violet 


HUNGARY.—The Monthly Journal 
adds the following varieties to the 
current set, some are in entirely 
different shades from those already 
chronicled. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown. 

Perforated 12. 

if gray 

2f olive-vellow 

6f olive-brown 
25f blue 
30f orange- brown 
35f reddish-mauve 
50f magenta 


INDIA—Gwalior.—The Monthly 
Journal announces the appearance 
of the 4a. King’s head surcharged 
for this State and the two anna 
with the “*SERVICE” overprint. 


Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Star. 
Perforated 14. 
Black surcharge. 
4a olive green 
Official stamp. 
Watermarked Star. 
Perforated 14. 
Black surcharge. 
2a violet 


INDO-CHINA.—Le_ Collectionneur 
de Timbres- Poste reports the 5¢ deep 
green (our type A4) surcharged 
‘*CHINE’’ and Chinese characters ~ 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14 x 13}. 

Black surcharge. 

5e deep green. 

JAPAN.—Offices in Corea.—We 
quote from Ewen’s Weekly Stamp 
News: ‘*The Japanese offices appear 
to have been re-opened, as Der 
Philatelist chronicles the following 
new value’? upon the current 
Japanese stamp. The surcharge is 
in red. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 115, 12, 123. 

s$ gray. 








LABUAN.—Several of our cor 
temporaries chronicle some high 
value North Borneo stamps over- 
printed for use here. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

2.00 olive-green( black surcharge)! 
$5.00 violet (black surcharge)? 





NORTH BORNEO.—Le Collection- 
neur de Timbres- Poste says that the 
two dollar stamp of the series of 
1895 has received the ‘ BRITISH 
PROTECTORATE *’ surcharge. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Red surcharge. 
2d gray-green 








ae 
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PARAGUAY.—We have received 
two values of an Official set from 
this country. The design is practi- 
cally the same as our type A382, 
except that the date is ‘‘1904’’, and 
the word “OFICIAL”? is upon a 
slightly curved label above ‘‘ CENT- 
AVO”’. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated. 
le gray-green 
2c orange 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.—We find 
that we have omitted to formally 
chronicle the one, two and five dol- 
lar stamps surcharged for use in 
these Islands. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked U.S. P.8. 

Perforated 12. 
$1.00 black, red surcharge 

2.00 sapphire, black surcharge 
5.00 dark green, black surcharge 





SIAM.—Several of our contemp- 
oraries note the following surcharg- 
es upon stamps of the current ser- 
ies. 

Adhsive stamps. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
latt on 14a ultramarine 
2atts on 28a lilac-brown and blue 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA.—The fol- 
lowing additional values of the 
current set have appeared on the 
new paper. 


res 


Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and C, A. 
Perforated 14. 
23p ultramarine and black 
5s yellow and black 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. — The 
following additional values of the 
current set on the new paper have 
made their appearance : 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A, 

Perforated 14. 

25e violet and green 

30¢c black and carmine 
$1.00 green and black 








STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—Fed- 
erated Malay States.—The Monthly 
Journal says that the following ad- 
ditional values of the current set 
have been seen on the new paper: 

Adhesive Stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A. 

Perforated 14. 

8e ultramarine and black 
20c black and gray-violet 
50e brown-orange and black 


TURKS and CAICOS ISLANDS.— 
Several of our contemporaries note 
the first of the current series on 
the new paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
aud ©. A. 
sp green 
Ip carmine 
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Enterprise Philatelic Society, London, 


REPORT.—The 22nd monthly meeting took place at the Devonshire 
House Hotel, Bishopsgate street, E. C., on Wednesday, 15th March. 
Despite the inclement weather, there was a very fair attendance, 
although not up to the average. The members present were: Messrs. 
KF. W. Lake (President), A. H. Harris, W. B. Edwards, B. Se., H. J. 
Bignold, H. W. Westeott, D. C. Tewson, P. Farnan, G. H. Simons, W. 
H. Eastwood, E. W. Butcher, G. H. Ordish and A. C, Constantinides. 

The President declared the meeting open at 6:30 P. M., when the 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec. then announced the resignation of Mr. C, Stanhope- 
Smelt, of Bedford, and the election of the following new members: Dr. 
W. J.C. Coulthard, Cumberland; Mr. W. H. Eastwood, Crouch End; 
and Mr. Perey Farnan, Stoke Newington, the membership roll of the 
Society now showing a total of 62. 

As the number of members at the commencement of season 1904-5 
was only 39, the Committee are endeavoring to double this at as early a 
date as possible, and it is their hope that all members will bring the 
Society to the notice of their philatelic friends with this end in view. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. P. Harper announcing his wish to 
resign the post of Librarian on account of private matters occupying the 
time required to conduct the library with proper efficiency. His 
resignation of this office was accepted with many regrets, and on behalf 
of the Society, Mr. Harris tendered him a vote of thanks for his past 
services in their interests. Members are requested to note that all 
matters connected with the library should be addressed to Mr. A. H. 
Harris, the Library, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, who was prevailed upon to 
accept the vacant position. 

A proposition was put to the meeting that an ‘offer sheet ’’ should 
be included in the monthly packet, viz:—a sheet bearing some of the 
scarcer stamps, mounted by the Secretary, but unpriced, for which 
offers would be solicited during the round of the packet. Mr. Ordish 
moved an amendment that, owing to there being many objections to 
this proceeding, the scheme be dropped, but this motion, not meeting 
with general approval, was withdrawn and eventually the matter was 
referred back to the committee for future consideration. 

This having concluded the business portion of the evening, and the 
initial part of the programme being a series of short papers, Mr. Lake 
called upon Mr. Edwards, who responded with an article bearing upon 
the ‘“‘Stamp Markets”? which have recently come to the fore. Mr. Ed- 
wards, in his usual characteristic style, carefully weighed the pros and 
cons of the new departure and divided his paper into three portions:— 

(1) The actual results obtained by the Markets as worked at pres- 
ent, so far as his own tests showed. 

(2) The way the Markets should be worked, whence, the author 
remarked, we may rightly infer that his own experience had not been 
whollv satisfactory. 
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(5) The good and bad points of a properly constituted Market. 
Here, in reply to the query, ‘‘Would such a Market be a good thing or 
a bad thing for stamp collecting?’’ we were told that no doubt it would 
inerease the number of collectors and cause those already collecting to 
be less chary in spending their money. A market would ensure a sale 
at fair prices and would prevent beginners or careless buyers from being 
asked too much for their fancies or executors from selling at ridiculous 
figures. On the other hand, Mr. Edwards contended that all initiative 
and enterprise would be killed by the lack of competition. Speculators 
would increase, and the hobby would be no longer a hobby. 

This paper was exceediugly well put together and held the close 
attention of the meeting from start to finish. 

The Presidential eye next lighted upon Mr. Westcott, who opened 
up a discussion on ** The Arrangement of the Postal List.”’ 

Divers schemes were put forward, but none of these gaining 
nniversal approbation, all propositions were dropped and, attera lively 
debate, it was agreed that the present arrangement could not be im 
proved upon. 

Following this, Mr. Harris was requested to entertain the gather 
ing, and he ably replied with a paper to which he gave the title, **A 
Novice in a Post Office.’ This gave the members an idea of the inner 
workings of a post office, and many interesting facts were learned. 

The concluding item on the programme was a display of the stamps 
of the Cape of Good Hope by the President, and here members were 
given a real treat. Triangulars galore were passed around, especially 
noticeable being a mint pair of the */- emerald. Mint may here be taken 
literally for, owing to the ingenious method of mounting, the o. g. had 
been absslutely untouched, 

It being now after 9 o'clock, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to those gentlemen who had provided the evening’s entertainment, and 
the meeting dispersed. 

Any information concerning the aims and conduet of this Society 
will gladly be furnished to prospective members by the Hon. See. A. 
(. Constantinides, Woodview, Archway Road, Highgate, London, N. 


The Collectors Club. 


The 119th meeting of the Board of Govenors was held at the new 
elub rooms on Monday evening, April 10th, 1905. 

Present: Messrs. Bruner, Dewing, von Hodenburg, Luff, Mor- 
genthau,. Rich, Scott and Perrin. 

The meeting was called to order by the President at 8.50 P.M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, 

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance in bank of 8745.67 
was approved as read. 

The monthly report of the House Committee was read and received. 

The Literary Committee reported the following additions to the 
library : 
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The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly, Vols. VI, VII, VIII; AMERICAN 
JOURNAL OF PHILATELY, Vol. XVII, 1904, from 8S. 8S. & C. Co.; The 
Stamp Collector’s Annual, 1905, Bishop, from Jos. 8. Rich; The Post- 
age Stamps of Great Britain, Melville, from Jos. 8S. Rich; Stamps 
Worth Finding, Hardy, from Jos. 8. Rich; Priced Catalogue of the 
Stamps of the British Empire, 1905, from Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.; The 
Application for Membership of Messrs. Thomas J. Burton, H. B. Harri- 
son, John D. Miner and Duncan 8S. Wylie, having been posted the 
required length of time were balloted upon, and they were declared to 
have been unanimously elected subscribing mombers of the ciub. 

Mr. B. von Hodenberg was nominated and unanimously elected 
Vice-President of the club. 

A reception committee composed of the President, Vice-President 
and Mr. Luff was appointed to call upon the Earl of Crawford upon his 
arrival here, and await his pleasure regarding such receptions and 
entertainments as shall be decided upon. 

A Committee of Arrangements, composed of the nine governors of 
the club, was appointed. 

Moved, seconded and carried unanimously that the Earl of Craw- 
ford be elected to Honorary Membership in the Collectors Club. The 
name of Mr, Jos. S. Rich was added to the House Committee. Votes 
of thanks were tendered Mr. Funke for dying the curtains of the club, 
and to Mr. Rich, Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., and the Scott 8. & C. Co. for 
their donations to the club’s library. 

It was moved, seconded and carried unanimously that one of the 
bronze medals of the club be inseribed ‘* For Services Rendered to the 
Club,’ and be presented to Mr. Jos. 8S. Rich. Adjourned at 11 P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 


Johannesburg Philatelic Society. 


A meeting of members of the Philatelic Society was held on Tues- 
day at the Masonic Temple, Plein street, Johannesburg, when there 
were present Messrs. M. Neuberger (in the chair), E. O. Meyer, A. 
Law, Kk. Hartford, F. H. Ansell, J. C. Hand, T. Henderson, M. P. Val- 
entine, W. Veary, A. J. Cohen, W. P. Cohen, L. Roder, and I. Glasser 
(hon. see.). Mr. P. J. Olivier, of Fauresmith, O.R.C., was duly elected 
as member of the Society. Mr. T. Henerson presented to the society’s 
collection two sets of Abyssinian stamps, and Mr. J. Hand a set of 
British India. A vote of thanks to the donors was unanimously passed. 
Mr. E. O. Meyer presented to the forgery album two reprints of Saxony 
and Hanover stamps, for which a vote of thanks was also passed. Mr. 
A. J. Cohen announced his intention of exhibiting his superb collection 
of French stamps at the next meeting, to be held on the 18th inst. After 
a few remarks from the chair, calling upon members to interest them- 
selves inthe forthcoming banquet, the first quarterly auction and a raffle 
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of stamps was held, which realized a small sum on behalf of the society. 


A meeting of the Philatelic Society was held on Tuesday, April 
21st, at the Masonic Temple, Plein Street. Mr. W. Neuburger occupied 
the chair, and there were present 11 members and 7 visitors. Several 
letters from correspondents were read. Mr. A. Cohen presented 350 , 
stamps to the Society’s collection to the value of £9. Mr. Neuburger 
moved a vote of thanks to the donor, which was passed unanimously. 
Mr. A. J. Cohen gave an excellent display of a nearly complete collection 
of South American issues, for which a vote of thanks was accorded 
him. <A small auction then took place, which resulted in a small sum 
being realized on behalf of the society. 

I. GLASSER, Ilon. See. 


Communication. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 








STATE OF TASMANIA. 





POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, 
GENERAL Post OFFICE, 
[F. 1542-05.] HOBART, Ist Mareh, 1905. 


Sir :—In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, regarding Railway 
stamps, I beg to inform you that these stamps are placed on newspapers 
by the Railway Department to indicate to their officers that freight has 
been paid on same and are nothing to do with this Department. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Henry L. D’EMDEN, 
Deputy Postmaster-General. 
Mr. F. HAGEN, 
24 Elizabeth Street, 
SYDNEY. 
[From the above it will readily be seen that these stamps, like 


those of New Zealand and Queensland have nothing to do with the Post 
Office. They are, in fact, simply railroad freight receipts.—Eb. } 
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